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Tessa calls on companies to help fund Olympic dreams

The challenge of funding promising athletes who live in the very borough hosting the 2012 Games will come under the spotlight at an event led by Olympic Gold Medal winner Tessa Sanderson CBE.

Tessa will lead the Chartered Institute of Marketing’s first ever Corporate Social Responsibility lunch, at Stratford Town Hall on April 19, 2007.

The lunch, spearheaded by the CIM’s Finance Market Interest Group, will put firms’ corporate social responsibility under the spotlight.

Finance group Chairman Kathy Lewis said: “Corporate Social responsibility is a key area for finance firms throughout the city.”
She added:” Investing in our young people and the future of the Olympics is a way they can use their responsibility for a cause close by in a neighbouring area.” 

At the lunch Tessa Sanderson will explain to top marketers how large companies can influence the wellbeing of those in nearby communities.

She believes Newham Sports Academy – Newham Council’s unique scheme to identify and support local youngsters with hidden sporting talents ready for 2012 – will pay dividends for the wider business community.

And she is adamant investment from businesses into the Academy will have a wider, positive effect on areas of deprivation in the host borough of Newham.

Tessa says: “The 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games will be held in Newham partly to help regenerate the whole area. As we prepare for the Games we are making sure there are opportunities for young people, local businesses and the community. It’s about helping people to help themselves.

“Newham Sports Academy does just that. Already we are seeing new businesses coming to the area and last year’s Big Sunday event attracted 30,000 people to find out more about opportunities in Newham.”

She believes investment in the Academy is an ideal opportunity under the government’s Corporate and Social Responsibility guidelines. It is not an expense, she says, but an investment in the future.

She adds “Each business does not have to contribute a huge amount. Businesses can get together as friends of Newham Sports Academy and arrange to contribute as much as they can manage – as long as they do something.”

ends….

Editors’ Notes
CIM

1. Founded in 1911, the Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM) is the world's largest professional marketing organisation with over 50,000 members and student members. 

2. It is the only body able to award individual Chartered Marketer status to suitably qualified members.

3. The Financial Service market interest group is one of eight market interest groups at CIM.

4. More details can be found about the CIM at the main website can be found at the following web address www.cim.co.uk.
Additional information

Newham Sports Academy was launched on October 6 2006 by Tessa and the London Borough of Newham..

The Academy already has 45 youngsters aged 14 upwards on its books. And Tessa believes at least 10 of these are showing promise as they work towards the 2012 Games.
A team of top coaches scoured local schools and communities for hidden talent, including Tony Jarrett, Clarence Callendar and Julian Golding. 

The Academy had 500 applications for its first 25 places.

It offers elite training, mentoring and advice, access to fitness facilities, and grants to cover the costs of competing, travel and equipment.

Currently involved are Sport England, The English Federation of Disability Sports (EFDS), Greenwich Leisure Ltd, The University of East London, Newham General Hospital, and local clubs.

For further information contact Kathy Lewis on 0208 536 4100 or 07961 317621 or Kate Ellerton 07930 533155
For further information on Newham Sports Academy with Tessa Sanderson contact Emma Joy on 020 8430 2078 or e-mail emma.joy@newham.gov.uk
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